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Exercise 3 – Reference Selection and Evaluation

	Title    
	Historic U.S. court cases, 1690-1990 : an encyclopedia

	Editor
	John W. Johnson

	Publisher
	New York : Garland Pub., 1992

	Cost
	$125.00


	Scope
	Three hundred years of American case law are organized into an excellent compendium of judicial decisions rendered at various levels on different topics. Cases summarized by legal scholars run the gamut of legal categories, including criminal law, governmental power, civil liberties, trade and commerce, labor, due process, and discrimination.


	Quality of content
	There are multiple cases on the same topic, often with differing viewpoints on legal issues and social implications. The imprecise nature of the law, as well as its evolutionary characteristics, is illustrated. While most anthologies of U.S. legal history concentrate on Supreme Court cases, this work includes a number of state cases that bear significantly upon the issues discussed.


	Ease of use
	Each case review is concise, well-written, easily understood, and straightforward. The essays run from about 1,000 to 5,000 words, depending on the importance of the case, and each essay concludes with a selected bibliography. Includes an index of decisions as well as a subject index.


	Arrangement of material
	Essays are arranged by broad topic subdivided into narrower ones. Within these sections, the essays are arranged chronologically. Each entry gives the official legal citation for the case and the federal or state court in which it was decided. The readable signed essay that follows ranges in length from 1,000 to 5,000 words and uses no legal jargon. The topical arrangement enables readers to get an overview of major legal issues, and it treats the cases in more detail.


	Appropriateness to the audience
	The avoidance of esoteric legal jargon renders this book especially suitable for public library patrons as well as academic libraries serving the needs of undergraduates.  Written in plain language, for students of history and interested laypersons as well as lawyers and academic legal specialists.



  

	Title    
	Black's law dictionary, 9th ed.

	Editor
	Bryan A. Garner

	Publisher
	St. Paul, MN : West, c2009

	Cost
	$75.00


	Scope
	Black's is the most comprehensive of all legal dictionaries, providing not only extended definitions of terms, but also reference to cases and federal and state law within definitions, along with elements for legal theories. The 9th Edition is the most authoritative, comprehensive law dictionary ever published.


	Quality of content
	Considered the standard authority of legal definitions since 1891 and the gold standard for the language of law. Today it is the most widely cited law book in the world.


	Accuracy of content
	Heightened accuracy having more than 200 lawyers around the country reviewed terms.


	Authority of author and/or publisher
	Acknowledged by linguists and lawyers alike as THE authority in legal language and usage, Garner’s influence is both far-reaching and profound. He has had a hand in editing the most important legal references produced in the last decade, as well as in training lawyers and judges on sharpening and clarifying their own legal writing. 


	Format
	Definitions of more than 1,000 law-related abbreviations and acronyms. Almost 3,000 quotations drawn from sources over five centuries. Alternate spellings or equivalent expressions for more than 5,300 terms. It contains more than 45,000 terms and includes: 2,000 more terms than the 8th Edition and 19,000 more than the 7th Edition.



	Title    
	The World Book encyclopedia

	Publisher
	Chicago, IL : World Book, c2009

	Cost
	$40 per volume, entire set is 22 volumes.


	Scope
	World Book has approximately 17,000 articles, all of which are signed. Many articles, especially those likely to be of interest to younger students, are accompanied by study aids, which may include a list of related articles, an outline, study questions, and a list of additional sources that may be annotated. Longer bibliographies are divided by reading level. Volume 22, the Research Guide and Index, has more than 150,000 index entries and 200 reading and study guides that suggest paper topics and provide additional bibliographies.


	Quality of content
	Librarians, teachers, and parents consistently rank The World Book Encyclopedia the best on the market.


	Accuracy of content
	World Book continues to revise almost 20%, making it the most up-to-date encyclopedia you can buy.


	Authority of author and/or publisher
	More than 3,700 scholars and specialists served as authors, authenticators, illustrators, reviewers, and consultants for this edition.

	Ease of use
	World Book editors present thorough information in a clear, direct style that makes each article both substantive and understandable. Articles start with relatively basic information and advance in depth as they progress.


	Format
	Its easy-to-use and highly illustrated format appeals to a broad range of readers.  World Book is recommended for its high-quality, current, and accurate information in attractive print and online packages.



	Title    
	British writers classics 

	Editor
	Jay Parini

	Publisher
	Farmington Hills, MI : Gale / Cengage Learning, 2002

	Cost
	$190


	Scope
	The focus is more on close critical readings of important works of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, and drama by major authors and less on those writers and their careers. Essays are written for the non-scholar and filled with critical information needed to comprehend and write about literary works.



	Quality of content
	An essay of around 20 pages in length is devoted to each classic and enhanced by a chronology of events in the author's life and a select bibliography of primary and secondary materials.  Some address biographical, literary, or cultural context in considerable detail, while others focus mainly on the text.


	Accuracy of content
	Contains extensive essays on 20 literary classics in various genres, selected after researching the curriculum and consulting with professors.


	Authority of author and/or publisher

	The contributors are researchers, writers, and English teachers at colleges in the US and the UK.



	Appropriateness to the audience
	Intended for a somewhat advanced audience. Uses fairly academic language and generally assume familiarity with literary concepts and terms.


 

	Title    
	The Oxford companion to English literature, 6th ed.

	Editor
	Dinah Birch

	Publisher
	Oxford ; New York : Oxford University Press, 2009

	Cost
	$85


	Scope
	Thousands of alphabetically arranged entries cover authors, literary terms, works of literature, literary characters, and more in densely packed, double-columned pages. Among the concise entries are more than a dozen two-page survey articles.  



	Quality of content
	Although large reference collections may want to acquire and even retain every edition and revision, smaller collections may want to postpone purchase until the seventh edition arrives.



	Accuracy of content
	Despite its slight imperfections (the omission of a number of contemporary authors, The Oxford Companion to English Literature continues to serve as a reliable handbook and general guide.



	Authority of author and/or publisher

	The Oxford Companion to English Literature has long been established as the leading reference resource of English literature.



	Appropriateness to the audience
	For students, teachers, scholars, and general readers.


 

	Title    
	Encyclopedia of literary critics and criticism 

	Editor
	Chris Murray

	Publisher
	Florence, KY : Fitzroy Dearborn, 1999

	Cost
	$505 (2 volumes)


	Scope
	The contents have been expanded significantly through the addition of 117 new entries. A third of these cover the lives and contributions of critics. The new personal entries' greatest value lies in expanded coverage of Islamic and Third World figures. The majority of new entries are topical. This is a significant expansion on the older work's survey articles recounting the history of literary criticism in various periods or cultures.


	Quality of content
	Much of it is a familiar text, based on and often faithfully transcribed from Frank Magill's four-volume Critical Survey of Literary Theory (Salem Press, 1987). Judged by some theories, this could be considered highly derivative. However, judged by others, it could be an entirely new creation if its readers perceive it as such. Reference librarians will disregard theory and judge it primarily as an expansion of an existing, proven reference work.


	Ease of use
	In addition to the see also references linking articles, a general index ties together scattered discussions of ideas, both those at the level of full entries and incidental treatment. Page-number citations in bold type distinguish primary references from secondary references. Length of entries ranges from 800 to 14,500 words.


	Arrangement of material
	Arranges the sections to lead with the biographical summary before summarizing the subject's influence, analyzing his or her body of work, and citing other major literary works and forms.


	Appropriateness to the audience
	Recommended for academic and large public libraries.



 

 

 

	Title    
	Encyclopedia of climate and weather

	Editor
	Stephen H. Schneider

	Publisher
	Cary, NC : Oxford University Press. 1996

	Cost
	$325


	Scope
	Alphabetical arrangement of over 300 short articles written by "the world's experts" on everything from clouds and tornadoes to human influences on weather and climate (e.g., acid rain, deforestation, and effects of aerosols on the ozone layer).


	Accuracy of content
	While vast in scope, it still has a few omissions: as a horticulture librarian, this reviewer naturally looked for "hardiness zones" or "climate zones for gardening," for which there was no discussion or United States Department of Agriculture map. Nor was there a listing for Heinrich Walter, an author of important climate diagrams in Europe, though some biographical entries are included.



	Authority of author and/or publisher

	Edited by a Stanford University professor.

	Ease of use
	The set contains over 400 black-and-white line drawings, photographs, charts, and maps, as well as a glossary.


	Appropriateness to the audience
	Written at an adult level, it may also be useful to exceptional high school students.  Buy where needed for specialists and serious researchers but not for elementary-school assignments or collections where attractive color illustrations and catchy, simple synopses are required.





	Title    
	Macmillan encyclopedia of weather 

	Editor
	Paul Stein

	Publisher
	Farmington Hills, MI  : Macmillan Reference USA, 2001

	Cost
	$201


	Scope
	From Acid rain to Zonal flow, 150 entries vary in length from two or three paragraphs to almost 10 pages for Hurricanes and Tornadoes. Most entries are devoted to meteorological terms (Alberta Clipper, Hygrometer, Wind chill), but a handful of individuals, such as Theodore Fujita (he developed the Fujita scale for classifying tornadoes, although his entry neglects to mention this), are also included.


	Authority of author and/or publisher
	Edited by the senior meteorologist at the Weather Channel

	Ease of use
	The text is readable and does not overwhelm the reader with technical jargon. Reference aids include a glossary with very brief definitions of terms, a bibliography of books published within the last five years, recent periodicals and Web sites, and an index.


	Arrangement of material
	Arranged alphabetically. The index indicates main entries in bold type but does not list illustrations or charts. This book will be useful for student reports as well as for browsing.


	Appropriateness to the audience
	Recommended for school and public libraries needing an accessible reference source on the topic.



	Website
	http://www.nola.com/katrina/


	Author/Institution
	A collaborative effort of nola.com and the The Times-Picayune, a New Orleans, Louisiana newspaper.


	Target Audience
	General public


	Accuracy/Objectivity
	The accuracy of the content is high.  The content is objective, as it is a gathering of news content, but it does occasionally lean towards sympathy towards the hurricane victims.


	Purpose of Information 
	The stated purpose of nola.com is “to inform, connect, and empower people” in their communities.  The Special Edition of their website on Hurricane Katrina was formed in cooperation with the Times-Picayune gather news reports both new and old, images, memories, statistics and maps of the area in one place.



