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Programs for Children

Program 1 - Preschool Earth Day 

Earth Day is April 22, 2010.  The Preschool Earth Day Program will be a one-day program, held that day.  The program is geared towards 3-5 year old children.  It will be held from 4-5 in the afternoon, so that children in the adjacent preschool, as well as other children, can attend.  The program will feature a storytime with books about earth day, and will end with a documentary movie called “Ryan’s Well”, about a boy who learned about the need for clean, safe water in poor countries and set up a foundation to build wells for people.  

The books will lead in to a short discussion on things we can do to help the earth, then the movie will be shown.  The books and discussion will last 30-35 minutes, and the movie is 25 minutes in length.  Reading picture books will engage their imagination, and following that up with a movie about an older child working to help other children will reinforce those concepts.  The books to be read are already owned by the library.
Objectives:  To introduce the concept of caring for the earth to younger children through books and a movie.  
Target Age Group: 3-5 year-olds

Evaluation: Informal evaluation, asking the children what they’ve learned from the program.  The librarian can solicit feedback on the books read, and after the movie, can ask children what they thought about it.  Talking about the concepts after both the stories and movie will help the librarian gauge how successful the program is.  
Budget: 
Documentary DVD is $30, including shipping, and will be available for circulation after the program.  
Colored copy paper for flyers is $9.99 for 250 sheets.  
Total: $39.99.
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Program 2 - Fairy Tale Theater

This program will present a series of fairy tales, acted out by high school teens.  It requires commitments from high school children and will count toward their community service hours.  High schoolers will write scripts based on fairy tales chosen by the librarian.  Scripts will be 15-30 minutes each.  High schoolers will be allowed to dress up for the part, but must supply their own costumes.  The library will allow the use of its poster-sized paper and easel, markers, so the high schoolers can make a title display for the program. 

The program will run once a week for four weeks, every Saturday morning.  It will be held in the large meeting room of the library.  The target audience is Kindergarten up to second grade.  A display of fairy tale books the library owns will be set up and children will be directed to explore the print versions of the fairy tales after the show.  
Since the actors are volunteers and the books, markers and easel are already owned by the library, the only cost consideration is in the paper used for the titles and the paper used for flyers.  The paper pads are $16 each.

Objectives: Introduce and generate interest in fairy tales to children (and reintroduce them to high schoolers).  Involve high schoolers in library programming.
Target Age Group:  5-9 year-olds
Evaluation:  Informal evaluation, occurring after each performance.  The actors can talk with the children directly about their characters, and the librarian can talk with children about the stories, soliciting feedback, as she directs the children to the book display.  
Budget:  Pads of paper are $16 each.  
Colored copy paper for flyers is $9.99 for 250 sheets. 
Total: $25.99
Bibliography, books for display include:
Andersen, Hans Christian.  Fairy tales of Hans Christian Andersen.  London : Reader's Digest, 2004.
Sanderson, Ruth. Cinderella. Boston : Little, Brown, c2002.

Craft, Mahlon F. Sleeping Beauty.  New York : SeaStar Books, c2002.

Grimm, Jacob.  Rapunzel.  New York : North-South, 2005.

Nesbit, Edith.  Jack and the Beanstalk.  Cambridge, Mass.: Candlewick Press, 2006.

Publicity
For both programs, flyers will be brought to the local Women and Family Life Center and community center for display and will be placed in the Coming Attractions bulletin board in the library’s lobby.  

The events will also be advertised on the library’s website, under the coming attractions sections, with links to PDF versions of the flyer on the Children’s page.  The online events calendar will also show these programs.

The local newspaper is the Shoreline Times.  It is a free weekly paper that accepts photos and articles for publication.  Articles written about upcoming library events can be submitted to Susan Braden (sbraden@ctcentral.com), and will be published as space permits. 

The local community cable channel is GCTV.  They accept bulletin board announcements from the library, and suggest that announcements are submitted at least a month in advance.  The request that the announcement be brief and that there is a start and end date.

